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      Meet Your Legislator  

      five-minute interview with  

            Senator Joseph Griffo 

       47th Senate District 

 

Joe Griffo was elected Senator in the 47
th
 District in 2006. He represents New Yorkers in Oneida, Lewis and  

St. Lawrence counties.  

 

Recently, Senate bill #5605, sponsored by Senator Griffo, was signed into legislation by Governor Cuomo.  

The U.S. Supreme Court ruled that protestors are allowed to march and carry signs at military funerals. The 

Griffo -supported bill vastly expands the distance, allowing for a buffer zone around funerals of veterans as a 

means to protect grieving families.  For more information about this bill go to:  

http://www.nysenate.gov/files/pdfs/S5605%20JAG%27s%20Military%20Funerals.pdf  

 

Claire Enkosky, Emerging Technologies Specialist at CLRC, had an opportunity to ask Senator Griffo a few  

library-related questions. 

 

What is your favorite book?  

My favorite type of book is nonfiction, biography and books of history.   I've always enjoyed learning about 

what has taken place and how it has taken place in order to ensure that we benefit from that.  

 

What is your favorite thing about visiting the library?   

I think it just offers so much.  It's a unique place. It's an asset to the community.  It gives you the chance to  

research.  I've always found that it is a community resource: a place to do research, to meet people, or to  

look for a book or a favorite magazine.   It's an all-around experience.  

 

You are known for your support of libraries.  What led you to this role?  

Starting as a youngster, I participated in the summer reading book club in Rome, at the Jervis Public Library.   

I had the opportunity to be involved in that and as I grew and came into an elected office, I saw the  

important role that libraries play in the community.   I thought that they were a valuable asset that needed  

and deserved our support.  

 

Who first introduced you to libraries?  

I would say it would be my parents and then later teachers.  Parents first, by bringing us to the library, and  

then teachers, talking about things like the summer reading program.  

 

Librarians must continually lobby for funding.  What advice would you give them as to what has  

the most impact on elected officials?  

I think they need to continue to demonstrate that they are well managed. I think that they need to  

demonstrate that they are sharing services.  And I think that they need to continue to make a commitment  

to be accessible.  As an illustration of that, if the library can only be open for six hours a day, should it be  

open from 9 to 3 every day or be open longer on certain days to be accessible to more people?   Sometimes 

you have to look at things un -traditionally and take creative approaches.   
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