Documentary Heritage Program Advisory Committee 

Minutes 

February 17, 2009

Present:
Dick Williams, Clinton Historical Society; Bonnie Kisselstein, Baldwinsville PL; Linda Ryan, Fayetteville Free Library; Betsy Kennedy, Cazenovia PL; Susan Hughes, CLRC liaison; Sara Hills, CLRC intern.

Meeting called to order at 10:10 AM.

Chair: Bonnie Kisselstein

Minutes from December 16, 2008:

Approved with minor changes (typo). Moved: Dick Williams / Seconded: Bonnie Kisselstein.

There were clarifications for absent members at last meeting about last meeting’s minutes.

Action items:
· Meetings for DHP approved for every third Tuesday: April 21, June 16, September 15, and November 17 are the meeting dates for the rest of the year.

· Susan will check, for the next meeting, on exhibits panels from Upstate History Alliance for October’s Preservation Month.

· Susan will send out contact information (email, phone, and addresses) for committee members

Regional Archivist’s Report:

Upcoming workshops:

· April 15 at Fayetteville Library from 9:30 AM – 1:00 PM with refreshments available

· 2 speakers: David Stokoe (what to look for with donations) and Andy Kitzmann (finessing the donor)

· There was a discussion about legal forms for receiving a donated collection – legal ramifications for the library and donor

· The RA from the Capital District has expressed interest in this workshop, so the workshop is getting some press.

· Linda wanted to know how many people to expect (about 20 people, according to Susan) and what equipment to set up (PowerPoint presentation software needed)

· Bonnie will publicize this event at Mid-York

Word on Women:

· Anna helped Susan cross-reference Historical Organizations Guide to invite people to Word on Women not already included.

· There will also be three groups added to the Historical Organizations Guide who used to be exclusively in Word on Women

· Susan showed the committee the letter she had composed about the Word on Women

· Dick brought up several organizations (Vienna Historical Society, Ft. Stanwix and Oriskany Battlefield) that could be added to the Historical Organizations Guide. 

· Susan had contacted the Vienna Historical Society and never heard back

· What are the qualifications about membership? Need to have some documents available to the public

Bookmarks:

· Initiative from the Preservation Committee that give quick tips on paper, textile, and artifact preservation (meant for laymen)

· There are financial limits on the CLRC, so they cannot be handed out for free

· A PDF will be available on the web for download and printing

· CLRC will sell them at cost (about $5 / 60 bookmarks) plus shipping if necessary

· Committee suggested that they be ready by May, Preservation Month

Oral History Collections Survey

· Susan wants to make it a joint project with Preservation Committee

· Survey is complete but has not been sent out yet. Susan wants to make sure that specific and correct people receive the survey, so she will send out a personal note along with the survey to the heads of local libraries next week.

· Survey will help DHP/Preservation Committee/Susan to plan workshops for the future based on the needs discovered in the survey. The survey is for groups that already have oral history collections, and just do not know the next step to take in making them public or preserving them. 

· Discussion about oral history pitfalls:

· Need to be transcribed

· VHS/tape recordings are obsolete – need to switch media

· Discussed CNYheritage.org (the goal of the Preservation Committee)

New Business:
Section 108:

· Website created by ALA that deals with copyright – how museums/libraries/historical societies can legally make copies for users

· Gives answers to FAQs as well as provides back up for librarians when confronted with an adamant and difficult user

Updates to clrc.org:

· DHP/preservation pages – updated links, removed broken links

· Disaster information updated

· Links to Red Cross and FEMA information about disasters

Others:

· Listserv:

· New ISP is not as restrictive as old ISP, so anyone can post

· If email bounces three times, the listserv automatically kicks the address off the list

· Complaints about the listserv – it is possible to self-remove

· Teleconference with State Archivist, DHP coordinator, Head of Archival Advisory Services and Penelope and Susan.

· Each council handles DHP funds differently, so RAs submitted an explanation of how they handle their money

· Susan gave copies to committee members

· 6% budge cuts this year, which is manageable

· Next year, the state says it will start funding at the 6% cut level, about $460,000 (the money comes from filing of deeds)

· There were some helpful suggestions made on the call, so we’ll just wait and see what happens

Sharing/announcements:

· Fayetteville Free Library:

· Gage Foundation and library co-hosting “Slavery Today,” a series of a book discussion, film showing, and panel discussion about human trafficking

· Annual tea to coincide with Philomath anniversary celebration

· Clinton Historical Society

· Digitization of Clinton Courier on fultonhistory.com

· A historian will present talk on history of  Stickley Furniture

· Abolition pamphlets about Oneida Freedom Trails – any interest?

· Cazenovia PL

· Event about city archaeology with an author discussing her book

Meeting adjourned at 12:10 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Sara Hills, CLRC intern
